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sions  both  begin  at 
1:30  p.in.  The  January  27  evening  ses¬ 
sion  beg^  at  6:30  p.m. 

The  January  2o  morning  session 
begms  at  9  a.m. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Adkins  at  MBCB,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,.  MS  39205^530.  Telephone: 
(601)  292-3279  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651  ext.  279.  E- 
mail:  pbozeman@mbcb.org. 
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NOBTS  to  offer  course  at  Mississippi  locations 

January  20  begins  the  sev-  The  cycle  of  courses  is  sched-  weeks  at  the  following  locations  Hernando,  beginning  January 
enth  of  eight  courses  at  eight  uled  over  a  two-year  period,  and  times:  20  ^-9  p.m.).  Barry  Tweedy, 

locations  m  Mississippi  spon-  Each  student  who  completes  •  First  Churdi,  Columbus,  teacher. 

sored  by  New  Orleans  the  eight  courses  earns  a  beginning  January  20  (7-9  p.m.).  •  Tri-County  Assodatioiuil 

Seminaiy  (NOBTS)  in  New  Church  Music  Certificate  from  Bobby  Sanderson,  teacher.  Building,  Columbia,  beginning 

Orleans.  Tfie  eight  courses  are:  New  Orleans  Seminary  plus  a  •  Broadmoor  Church,  January  21  (6:30-8:30  p.m.). 

•  Song  leading.  ’  credit  of  eight  hours  toward  a  Madison,  bemnning  January  20  Kenny  Adams,  teacher. 

•  Worehip  PUmrung.  cainpus  degree  prc^am.  (7-9  p.m.).  Jimmy  McCaleb,  •  Meadville  Church, 

•  Reading  Music:  There  is  a  one-time  registra-  teacher.  Meadville,  begirming  January 

Rhy^hm/Pitch.  tion  fee  of  $25.  The  cost  of  each  •  First  Church,  Wiggins,  21  (6:30-8:30  p.m.).  Chuck 

•  Readmg  Music:  course  is  $85.  beginning  January  20  (6:3l>«:30  McMinn,  teacher. 

Harmony /Melody.  Scholarships  are  available  p.m.).  James  Hayes,  teacher.  For  more  information,  con- 

•  Hymnology.  for  firet-time  students.  Students  •  First  Church,  Booneville,  tact  Jimmy  McCaleb,  Church 

•  Music  Admirustration/  aln^y  enrolled  are  not  eligi-  beginning  January  20  (7-9  Music  Department,  Missis- 

Staff  Relations.  ble.  The  grant  is  limited  to  one  p.m.).  LuArme  Ford,  teacher.  sippi  Baptist  Convention 

•  Siuvey  of  Music  Resources,  person  per  chiuch.  •  Northcrest  Church,  Board  39205-O53O.  Telephone: 

•  ClaM  Voice.  The  seventh  course.  Survey  of  Meridian,  begirming  January  (Wl)292-3273ortoll-freeout- 

The  eight  courses  meet  two  Music  Resources,  will  meet  once  20  (6:30-8:30  p.m.^  Buddy  side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 

hours  per  week,  and  each  each  week  for  two  hburs  per  McElroy,  teacher.  ext.  273.  E-mail:  jmccaleb© 

course  is  eight  weeks  in  length,  meeting  for  eight  consecubve  •  Hernando  Church,  mbcb.org. 
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Our  priceless  gift  to  the  world 


Statistics  provided 
by  IMB  indicate  that 
the  top  10  churches  in 
2001  gave  2.2%  of  the 
otfering,  while  the  top 
lOO  churches  gave 
10.4%  of  the  offering. 

"While  the  top  100 
congregations  have 
given  a  very  substan- 

.jixxk/./  xxixxxxx/it/  cxxi  uLvxcct0^  x/x  tial  portion  of  the  total 

the  2000  offering  total.  Although  the  lofty  offering,  it's  still 
2001  eoal  of  $120  million  was  missed  by  a  important  to  note  that 

-  ..  „  .  almost  W%  of  the 

offering  comes  from 
congr^ations  faithful- 


s  Southern  Baptists  around  the 
world  continue  to  send  their  gifts  to 


JL  Xthe  2002  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  for  International  Missions 
(LMCO),  the  International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
is  recognizing  top  givers  to  the  record  2001 
offering  —  and  Mississippi  Baptists  are 
near  the  top  where  we  ougnt  to  be. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


I  was 

mere '"5.25%,  the  offering  amount  was  a 

I  new  record  and  pushed  the  cumula¬ 
tive  total  for  the  114-year-old  offer- 
ingjto  $2.2  billion. 

^at's  a  lot  of  money  for  mis¬ 
sions.  Missions  isn't  all  about 

but  Southern  B^tists'  push  out  the  commitment 
“  '^mmission  thousands  of  churches 

have  to  their  mission- 
1  Mississippi  aries,"  said  Billy 
are  among  the  best  at  sup-  Hoffman,  IMB  director 
"  of  development. 

The  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention 
also  ranked  high  in 
the  2001  LMCO 

las  totals,  with  a  second  place  finish  in  per 
^  in  capita  giving  of  $10.69  among  state  con- 
only  by  ventions  and  fellowships.  The  South 
Carolina  Baptist  Convention  eked  out  a 
first  place  finish  over  Mississippi 
Baptists  W  a  mere  64  cents. 

South  Carolina  and  Mississippi  were  the 
only  two  state  oreanizations  in  the  SBC 
that  gave  over  $10  per  capita  to  the  2001 
LMCD.  Overall,  Southern  Baptists  gave 
$7.05  per  capita.  Other  top  state  conven¬ 
tions  and  fellowships  in  2001  LMCO  per 
capita  giving  were: 

•  North  Carolina:  $9.55. 

•  \^rginia:  $9.20. 

•  Tennessee:  $8.29. 

•  First  Church,  Odessa,  Texas:  $225,592.  •  Alabama:  $8.27. 

•  First  Church,  Russellville,  Ark.:  •  Arkansas:  $8.17. 

^16,422.  •  Georgia:  $8.16. 

•  Bla^  Shear  Place  Church,  Flowery  •  Maryland-Delaware:  $7.80. 

Branch,  Ga.:  $191^24.  •  Colorado:  $7.49,. 


STARTtR 

CHURCH 


mone' 

to  fulfill  the  Great 
(Matt.  28:18-20)  does  require  fund 
ing.  That's  a  fact,  and 
Baptists 

porting  that  missions  effort. 

First  Church,  Jackson,  a  perenni¬ 
al  leader  in  LMCO  giving,  fin  ’ 
second  among  the  more  man  4 
SBC  churches  in  total  dollar  g 
for  2001.  First  Church,  whid 
led  the  SBC  in  LMCO  rivi 
years  past,  was  exceeded  i 
Calvary  Church  in  \A^nston-Salem, 
N.C.  That  congregation's  gift  of  $394,698 
topped  First  Church's  of  $283,730. 

O^er  top  churches  in  2001  LMCO  totaF 
dollar  giving  were: 

•  First  Church,  Dallas:  $254,642. 

•  First  Church,  Rockwell,  Texas: 

$253,255. 

•  First  Church,  McAllister,  Okla.: 

$252,116. 

•  First  Church,  Roanoke,  Va.:  $229,405. 

•  Liberty  Church,  Hampton,  Va.: 

$229, 398. 
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Sometimes  outreach  just  'takes  an  insider 


who  noted  that  about  half  of 
the  Hispanics  are  Cuban 
while  the  rest  are  from 
throughout  Latin  America. 

"1  can  honestly  say  in  the  10- 
plus  years  I've  been  a  mission¬ 
ary  I  have  never  seen  a  more 
strategic  place  to  start  a 
church,"  Tone  said  of  Miami. 

"In  Argentina  you  start  a 
church  among  Argentineans, 
and  in  Mexico  you  start  a 
church  among  Mexicans  but 
in  Miami  you're  planting  a 
church  among  the  nations, 'he 
pointed  out. 

Steve  Nerger,  who  coordi¬ 
nates  For  You  Miami's  church 
planting  efforts,  said  it  has  been 
exciting  to  see  God  at  work. 

"For  You  Miami  has  given  us 
the  impetus  to  attract  and  let 


2000  the  initiative  has  brou^t .  west.  However,  one  look  at 
concentrated  Southern  Baptist  Miami  and  you  know  that  we 
church  planting  and  evange-  are  not  talking  Bible  belt," 
lism  resources  and  volunteers  said  Metzger, 
to  Chicago,  Phoenix,  Boston,  "The  world,  especially  Latin 

_ ^and  South 

I  America,  has  come 
I  to  Miami,  and  it  is 
I  a  vast  mission  field 
I  that  demands  the 
I  attention  of 
=  J  Southern  Baptists," 
j  he  stressed. 

Watkins  said 
For  You  Miami 
used  2002  as  an 
opportunity 
begin 
the 

relying  mostly  on 
in-state  volun- 
teers  to  help  with 
the 

"We've  had  a 
of 

nowhere 
what 
to  have 
2003,"  he 

percent 

we're  asking  volun; 
teer  groups  to 
work  our  new 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


son  no  other  churches  are 
there.  It  takes  an  insider." 

Across  Miami,  similar  stories 
are  popping  up  with  more  and 
more  frequency  as  the  North 
American  Mission  Board's  lat¬ 
est  Strategic  Focus  Cities  (SFC) 
effort  begins  to  kick  into  high 
gear.  "For  You  Miami,"  the  local 
name  for  the  ministry,  has  cho¬ 
sen  church  planting  as  one  of  its 
prim^  strategies  for  reaching 
the  city's  population  estimated 
at  3.5  million. 

"We're  looking  to  start  100  Philadelpl 
intentional,  staffed,  and  repro-  New  Yorl 
ducing  congregations  over  the  New  York 
course  of  five  years,  from  2002  ning  stag 
to  2006,"  said  Hapy  Watkins,  tiongearr 
For  You  Miami's  city  coordina-  Doug 
tor.  "This  first  year  we  started  strategic 
11,  and  we're  looking  to  start  20  NAMB,  s 
in  2003  —  10  of  which  will  be  opportuni 
on  Easter  Sunday."  national  u 

Miami  iS  the  seventh  in  a  •  "To  di 
series  of  major  cities  to  become  focused  c 
the  object  of  Strategic  Focus  al  Bible  1 
Cities  outreach  efforts.  Since  we  norm. 
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BMC  set  for^ 
Spring  2003 
registration 

Blue  Mountain  College 
(BMC)  is  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  Spring  2003  Semester 
Classes.  Registration/Orienta¬ 
tion  will  be  held  on  )an.  6  at 
8:30  a.m. 

BMC,  affiliated  '  with^the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention, 
offers  the  following:  reserve 
credit  for  high  school  seniors, 
completion  courses  of  a  bache¬ 
lor's  degree,  enrichment  courses 
interest  areas,  skill  courses  in 
business  and  computers,  courses 
for  Bible  study  arid  exploration, 
weekend  college  courses  in  sci¬ 
ence,  and  courses  for  knowl¬ 
edge  and  academic  interest. 

Registration  for  evening  and 
weekend  classes  will  be  )an.  6  ^ 
between  6-7:30  p.m.  Monday 
evening  classes  will  meet  on 
Jan.  6.  Students  registering  for 
PE  134,  Cycling  I,  and  PE  135, 
Cycling  II,  must  register  on 
Monday  between  2-730  p.m. 


John  Landrum,  pastor  of  Popp's  Ferry  Church  in  Biloxi,  reigns  his 
position  to  begin  the  Landrum  Evangelistic  Association.  Landrum  and 
his  wife  Linda  are  planning  a  counseling  ministry  to  employees  in  the 
burgeoning  casino  industry  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 


The  executive  committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board 
(HMB)  votes  to  purchase  the  carillon  and  bell  tower  erected  at  the  Baptist 
Pavilion  during  the  1982  World's  Fair  in  Knoxville.  The  carillon  and  bell 
tower  will  be  installed  at  the  HMB's  property  in  Alpharetta,  Ga. 


Sammy  Crawford,  pastor  of  Pilgrim's  Rest  Church,  Panola  Coimty,  is 
attacked  in  his  home  by  two  men  who  kicked  and  stomped  him  on  the 
face  and  legs  and  said  he  "should  leave  the  area  within  30  days."  Crawford 
said,  "We  thiidc  someone  in  the  church  hired  the  men  to  beat  me  up." 
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and  forget  Irtot  all  his  bene-  bles  and  inconveniences  to 

fits."  •  Having  known  some  of  I  saw  in  this  marvelous  turn  us  aside  and  forget  the 
the  trials,  hopes,  jdisappoint-  family  some  things  that  I  rac;e  we  are  to  run. 
ments,  frustrations,  dreams,  believe  God  wants  me  to 

determination,  and  desires  carry  into  the  New  Year.  I  have  met  people  through 

over  the  past  year,  it  was  the  years  who  did  not  just 

almost  shocking  to  hear,  •  1  was  reminded  of  a  grace  have  troubles  in  life;  trouoles 
"Bless  the  Lord,  on  my  soul."  that  is  reliable.  1  know  that  were  their  life.  I  am  remind- 

most  of  us  agree  and  believe  ed  of  Job  who,  in  the  midst  of 
Having  known  this  family  that  God's  grace  is  sufficient,  life,  loss,  heartbreak,  confu- 
and  watcned  them  care,  love,  at  least  theoretically  and  theo-  sion,  an'd  sickness,  kept  being 
pray,  and  support  over  the  logically  we  do,  out  on  the  a  blessing  to  others.  He  kept 
entire  year,  it  was  a  fitting  practical  side  of  life  with  its  looking  up  and  looking  out 
word  and  it  began  to  speak  to  pains,  potholes,  and  personal  for  God's  purposes  to  be 
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*  NOBTS  holds 

ft. 

classes  in 
Mississippi 


New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS)  will  hold  classes  at 
two  Mississippi  churches 
beginning  in  January: 
Broadmoor  Church  at  1531 
Highland  Colony  F^rkway  in 
Madison  for  undergraduate 
students,  and  First  Church  at 
100  East  College  Street  in 
Clinton  for  graduate  students. 

Classes  will  begin  on  January 
20  for  certificate-level  students 
and  on  January  27  for  associate- 
and  graduate-level  students. 
New  students  at  Broadmoor 
Church  will  meet  for  testing  and 
orientation  on  January  20  at  2 
p.m.  All  students  who  have  not 
participated  in  Testing  and 
Orientation  at  the  Clinton 
Center  are  required  to  attend  ori 
January  20  at  10  a.m.  in  the 
Family  Life  Center  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 

Returning  students  for  both 
centers  must  have  all  paper¬ 
work,  with  payment,  in  the 
office  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  before  January  27. 
New  students  can  register  the 
first  day  of  class. 

Students  who  have  been  out 
of  classes  for  one  year  or  less 
may  apply  for  re-enrollment  by 
attending  the  first  class  and 
completing  the  registration 
form.  There  is  an  additional  $10 
fee  for  re-enrollment. 

Detailed  information  on 
the  Mississippi  course  offer¬ 
ings  will  be  published  in  the 
January  9  issue  of  The  Baptist 
Record.  For  additional  infor¬ 
mation  about  New  Orleans 
Seminary's  extension  centers, 
contact  jimmy  Dukes  at  (800) 
514-1175  or  visit  online  at 
www.nobts.edu/extensions. 
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)OB  OPENING  -  NEWLY  RESTRUCTED 

pxKition.  Preschcx)!  Ministry  Director; 
full-time  FKJsition,  Harrisburg  Baptist 
Church.  Salary  $25-30  k;  call  for  job 

description  at  (662)  842-6917. _ 

CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Hattiesburg,  Miss,  is  currently  seeking  a 
bi-vocational  minister  of  music.  Please 
send  resumes;  c/o  Music  Search,  Calvary 
Baptist  Church,  3139  Oak  Grove  Road, 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39402. _ 

PELAHATCHIE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Pelahatchie,  Miss,  seeks  pianist  to  play  for 
two  Sunday  morning  services,  Sunday 
evening  worship  service  and  adult  choir 
practice  after  the  Sunday  evening  service. 
Contact  Chris  Nash,  Minister  of  Music,  at 
(601)  825-4518  after  5<X)  p.m.  or  leave 
message  on  machine. 


THE  UNION  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  162B 

West  Union  Road,  Picayune,  Miss.  39466 
is  accepting  resumes  for:  Associate 
F^storAbuth  and  F^rt-time  or  Bi-vocation¬ 
al  Minister  of  Music.  Send  resumes  to  the 
church.  Attention  Search  Committee. 

Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Vanwinkle  and  sfeep/es.l 

Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Toll  Free 

1-800-821-7263 


ClASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE^CwRlpwwoni  twiwiBiumoflwwotdi; 
oid«  ntftR  90  cooM  adwMte 

wb(d  count  No  bStfiyk  OMVWifnfN/fnMQEviCO. 


JERKED  UP  AND  CALLED  MEMORIES  of  a 

Mississippi  Baptist  Minister,  By  Rex  Yancey. 
Serxf  $  1 1  to:  Dr.  Rex  Yancey,  902  Live  Oak 

Street,  F^agoula,  MS  39567. _ 

AMERICA'S  FASTEST  CROWING 
Christian  Long  Distance  Company. 
No  monthly  service  charge,  4.9 
cents/minute,  6-second  billing,  toll- 
free  .  (866)  736-7869. 

www.covenantphoneservice.com  - 

Agent  opportunity  available. _ 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
^imates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. 


NTIUN  ana  sen- 

employed.  Finally  affordable  health 
insurance;  call  (662)  568-3482, 


NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 

Inc.,  old  bibtes  rebound. 
Also  church  bulletins  and  hymnals. 
For  more  information  call  (662)  453- 


7424  or  fax  us  at  (662)  455-6743. 
Located  at  107  North  Stone  Avenue, 
Greenwood,  MS  38930. 

GRAND  PIANO,  (KNABE),  6'  11”. 
Ebony  PDS  disc  system  with.record, 
modulate,  orchestra.  Superb  action 
and  tone.  Absolutely  new  condition. 
A  $17,000  value  at  $14,500.  Call 
Mike  at  (601)  267-8480. 

SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF 
Music/youth.  Please  send  resumes  to 
Otter  Creek  First  Baptist  Church,  13000 
QuatL  Run  Drive,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
72210,  attention  Martha  Owens. 


CUSTOM  STAINED  CLASS  Wl 

for  churches  ar>d  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  (800)  605-2970. 


HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLAS., 

Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication,  Repair. 
Call  (800)  368-2705  or  fax  illustra¬ 
tions  to  (601)  483-7958. 


IlIJilliMl'liii'HillilJ 


invites  your  indication  of  interest  to: 

HRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 

EARN  UP  TO:  8.75% 

Thne  bonds  mjy  be  pUced  in  b  seif-directed  IRA. 
Transfers  and  roHovers  accepted,  in  moat  cases. 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  oiuy. 


5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  <  omplele  Intormation  about  bond  issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the 
particulars  Of  the  undertaking.  Read  it  raretully 
before  you  invest  onfod  money.  All  bonrh  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subiect  to  availability. 


CAU  OR  RETURN  THIS  TO: 


MartiB  Nertheni 

POBwiiaOl  SOI41MIOO 

BeMom  AR  TMIS-iaOS  Iba  H141Ut  10 

Fbat  Mnd  me  Information  on  the  Rm  Mortags 
Orntdi  loMbctinindy  bthtg  oAmd  by  Crmi  Nadon 
Inytiwmani  Corpi 


A  New  Year  ' 

Just  days  before  Christmas, 
I  was  at  a  funeral  with  one  of 
our  pastors. and  his  family. 
George  Meadows,  longtime 
pastor  in  our  state  and 
presently  pastor  of  FBC,  Itta 
Bena,  and  nis  wife,  Betty  Sue, 
lost  their  oldest  son,  John. 
John  was  only  37  years  of  age 
and  is  survived  by  his  wire, 
Lucy,  and  his  precious  little 
15-month-oId  daughter.  It 
was  just  over  a  year  ago,  dur¬ 
ing  the  'Thanksgiving  season, 
that  John  was  in  a  wreck  from 
which  he  never  recovered.  i 

For  most  of  2002,  John  was 
in  the  Baptist  Hospital  in 
Jackson,  Miss.,  surrounded 
by  his  loving  and  supportive 
family.  At  the  memorial  ser¬ 
vice,  John's  dad.  Rev.  George 
Meadows,  began  the  service 
by  quoting  words  from  the 
Psalmist,  '’Bless  the  Lord,  oh 
my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within 
me,  bless  his  holy  name. 

R1o«s  tVio  T  r\ri\  cvh  mv  cniil 


‘Virecti 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


me  about  the  way  I  viewed 
this  past  year.  I'm  confident 
that,  along  with  me,  not  one 
reader  would  be  able  to  say 
that  they  had  no  problems  or 
difficulties,  no  trials  or 
heartaches,  over  the  past  365 
days.  Many  of  those  things 
that  come  our  way  are  a  nat¬ 
ural  part  of  life  itself,  but 
what  I  faced  and  felt  over  the 
past  year,  and  the  things  I  so 
often  dealt  with,  were  noth¬ 
ing  to  be  compared  with  what 
this  family  had  gone  through- 
for  over  a  year.  Still,  they 
maintained  the  most  remark¬ 
able  faith,  beautiful  spirit, 

anH  apniiinp  rarp  for  r*thpr« 


disappointments,  we  often 
lose  sight  of  God's  reliable 
grace.  It  is  a  powerful  thing 
and  a  life  changing  force,  to 
walk  into  the  creys  of  a  new 
year  knowing  that  you  can 
rely  on  God's  grace. 

•  I  was  also  reminded  that 
there  was  a  race  to  run.  The 
writer  of  Hebrews  beautifully 
instructs  us  to  "nm  the  race 
that  is  set  before  us."  '  Too 
often,  when  adversities  come 
our  way,  we  forget  everything 
except  the  adversity.  We  lose 
sight  of  the  race  we  are  to  run 
and  the  puroose  for  which  we 

arp  hprp.  Wp  allow  oiir  troii- 


worked  in  his  life  and"  he 
pressed  forward. 

May  God  help  us  this  year,  a  . 
new  year,  to  run  the  race. 

•  A  final  thought,  we  have 
a  case  to  repeat.  We,  'who 
know  the  Lord,  need  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  case  for  God's  good¬ 
ness  to  everyone  we  Know 
and  come  in  contact  with 
throughout  this  new  year. 
God  IS  good,  even  when ' 
things  are  Dad! 

It  was  Christmas  time  and 
a  new  year  just  ahead  when  I 
saw  a  family  who  lived  out 
the  true  meaning  of 
Christmas.  They  were  a  liv¬ 
ing  picture  of  how  God  cared 
when  it  looked  like  He  might 
not,  of  how  a  miracle  can  exist 
in  the  worst  of  places  and  the 
darkest  of  days,  and  of  how 
He  can  transform  the  days 
ahead  in  ways  that  we  may 
not  understand.  To  you  and 
me,  God  gives  a  new  year! 


Gf  I  TIN  THl  RF  BAT’TI?^  CHURCH 


rch,  B^am,  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Brown  tennial  celebra- 
•r  staff  and  and  Danny  Lee  Prater,  pastor,  tion.  Jim  Futral 
ilding  dedi-  recognized  the 

5950  Terry  lyiertown  Church,  diurch  on  behalf 

it  10:25  a.m.  'lyiertowq,  lecendy  held  a  cei>-  of  the  historical 

commis¬ 
sion.  Futral 
brought  the 
morning 
message 
and  James 

L.  Su^an 
spoke  _  .of 
c  h  u->r  c  h 
memories. 

M. lc  hae  1 
Gleiin  .  is 
pastor.  ' 


sule  will  be  opened 
during  the  service 
and  a  new  capsule 
will  be  started  at 
this  time.  A  covered 
dish  lunch  will  fol¬ 
low  the  service. 


Jerry  W.  Mixon, 
Stewaraslw  Director 
and  *  Cooperative 
Program  Promotion 
for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention 
Board,  has  been  called 
as  interim  pastor  of 
First-  Church, 
Columbus.  He  will  ■ 
begin  his  duties  H 
Sunday,  January  5.  H 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in  your  own 
words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  tf)  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those 
who  heliei’e  in  his  name  (John 
1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


^  L.K.  Brown  and  Danny  Lee  Prather,  pastor 

ilumbia,  held  The  church  recently  paid  their 
reciation  Day  building  debt  and  neld  a  note 
on  Oct.  13  burning  on  Dec,  29.  Pictured 
honoring  (from  left)  are  McArthur  and 
Mark  Glen  Bourne. 

McArthur. 


Michael  Glenn,  pastor  and  Dr.  Jim  Futral 


Bethesda 
Church,  Te^, 

ordained  Nick 

Bullard  as  a  deacoa 
Pictured  (from  left) 
are  Barry  Bo^et 
pastor,  Bullard,  his 
wife  Janet,  and  John 
McCall. 


Church, 
recog- 
Brown 
recently  42 

years  as 

presented  ^^Bible.  Boguet,  pastor,  Nick  &  Janet  Bullard,  and  John  McCall 


Mark  McArthur,  pastor  and  Glen  Bourne 


Southeastern  Bus  Sales 

Mississippi's  In-State  source  for  Buses  and  Vans 


www.mbhs.org 


Eldorodo 
Starcroft 
Turtle  Top 
Used  Buses 


Making  preventive  care  affordable. 

Making  a  difference. 


When  it  comes  to  your  health, 
an  ounce  of  prevention  can  be 
worth  so  much  more  than  a 
pomd  of  cure  -  it  can  be  lifesavirrg. 
That^  why  Baptist  Health  Systems 
Is  proud  to  offer  dlnkally 
significant  preventive  saeenings 
at  an  affordable  price  -  only  $25. 
We  think  it  can  make  a  real 
difference  in  our  community. 


Arevour  seniors  tired  ol 
^  crawling  over  ttie 
HUMP?  The  solution  is 
a  15-passenger  van  with 
an  aisle,  raised  root  & 


Business  done  the  "Riteway"  for  over  16  years! 
5483  1-55  South  Jackson,  MS  39272 


electric  step. 


Cif  ItMMiVhn  »  Busttad^l  1-«l»33l>«22 
BUSES!  VANS)  PEOPLE  MOVERSI 
www.ln-statevanbus.eom 


1119  Mississippi 
Chiirclies  Can’t  Be 


FEMALE  NONTOBACCO,  SELECT  ClASS  1 

AOL  SiQQ^ 

40  9.?e 

55  n.44 

70  5ia) 

CALL  NAPIEK  INSURANCE,  Knoxville.  TN 
Toll  Free  l  SOO-274-0776  *9-9  Mon.  -  .Sol. 
LTO  IMreO  10  poSo,  lorm  na  LTOSOOCO  M  a  arm  M> 
mauranoa  peOcy  «nvi  guafaraaail  ImI  piamaana  Iw  10 


More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  compre¬ 
hensive  insurance  services  including  property,  gen¬ 
eral,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle,  workers  compen¬ 
sation,  and  other  coverages.  Wellington  guarantees 
a  quality  program,  customized  for  your  ministry,  at 
the  most  competitive  preniium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  fVEW  WHBngtfin 

information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  AsSOCralBSa 

601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  BMSj 


The  Sp'irit  of  Heakhcan 


The  Baptist  Record 


January  2, 2003 


Mn.  Vivian  Beatrice  (Bea) 
Shields 

Ms.  Peariine  J.  Reed 
Mrs.  Anita  S.  Williams 
Floy  Shields 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  J. 
Chandler  ^ 

Mrs.  Mary  O.  Duke 
Ms.  Arline  V.  Myers  ^ 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dewey  Sadka 
Mrs.  Bettie  K.  Simmons 

Lt.  Col  &  Mrs.  Edwin  A. 
Watson 

Roy  Allen  Simmons 

Mr.  Howard  W.  Alford 
BiUy  Skelton 

'  "  Frank,  Rosemary,  Holly 
Wallace 
Eric  Smith 

Philene  &  Stuart  Allen 
Mrs.  Betty  Jane  Smith 

Mrs.  Edward  N.  Whitton 
Mrs.  Mary  Speer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  O. 
Crosthwait  Jr. 

Mrs.  Marquita  Stampley 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Frank  Stutzman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  L.  Randall 
Mrs.  Audrey  Tate 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  A. 

Pullen 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Reuben 
Netherland 

Mrs.  Mildred  Thurman 
^  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  H. 
'^Mlgood 
Marie  Trussell 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  W.  C.  Arendale 
Mrs.  Dora  Thrner 

Dorcas  SSC,  Bowmar  BC- 
Vicksburg 
Ms.  Ava  Watts 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Malcolm  Welch 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Willie  J. 

Bufkin  .  ? 

Nelle  Holmes  Whelan  ' 

Mrs.  Anne  G.  Aden 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Frank  O. 
Crosthwait  Jr. 

Mr.  Jack  Williams 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  W. 

Davies 

Mrs.  Phyllis  Williams 

Mbrs.  Mary  Y.  Womack 
Mabum  Wilson 

Carey  Holland  Family 
Mr.  Leonard  Yarborough 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Taylor 
■«  Mrs.  Frances  W.  Hamner 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Glen  King 


Mn.  Mackey 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lany  S. 
Benson 

Mrs.  Beulah  Mackey 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Carl  Marguis 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  t.  Woods 
Mary  B.  Marsalis 

Mrs.  Addie  Kirkland 
Dennise  Martin 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  R.  Tew 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  L  H  Martin 
Mr.  Buck  McCain 

Ms.  Myra  Boone 
Mr.  Walter  Preston  McMurchy, 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  R.  Blair 
Ida  Pearl  DeLoach 

Mrs.  Brenda  Hardin 
Douglas  Marshall  Thurman,  Sr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  Smith 
Mr.  Ronald  Drake  Draper 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cecil  W. 
C&lpep0er  Jr. 

Mrs.  Lcnell  Edwards 

Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Van  Namen 
Mrs.  OUie  Mae  Estes 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jim  Round 
Mrs.  Daisy  Ferguson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wayne 
McDonald 

Thelma  Freemaot^ - - 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Tommy  Gelston 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Long 
Mr.  &  Mh.  Reuben 
Netherland 

Unity  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Qndy  &  A1  Ray 
Ms.  Rosie  O'Neil  Granger 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Hoyt  Gray 

Ms.  Helen  Russom 
Sanford  Gregory 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  E. 

Fuqua 

Mr.  W.  T.  Grifflng 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clifton  Porter 
Clayton  Walker  Hamric 

Miss  Alva  Merle  Blanton 
Jack  Hardage 

Mrs.  Lynn  G.  Hardage 
Fairly  Hayes 

Ms.  Zoie  R.  Cook 
Nicholas  Brian  Hemphill 
Ms.  Patsy  Reeves 
John  Hennington 
-  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  W.  Callender 
Jr. 

Mr.  Joe  Herring 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Dempsey  Hickman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Reece  Douglas 
Jr. 

^Irs.  Denniece  Howell 

Mn-  &  Mrs.  Ed  Connolly 
B.  B.  Hughes 

Mrs.  Libby  Patterson 
Margaret  Hutcheson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  H. 
Brewer 
Ray  Ishee 

First  Baptist  Church 
Iris  Jenkins 

Ms.  Jurlipe  Steed 
Mr.  Wilson  Kilby 

First  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  O.  V.  Welch  Knight 
Div.450B.ofL.E. 

Alfted  Franklin  "SUck"  Kyle,  Jr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  P. 
Duncan 

Ms.  Gwendolyn  A.  Magee 
Ruth  W.  Kyle 

'Kfs.  Gwendolyn  A.  Magee 
Mrs.  Evon  Johnston  Kyzar 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joe  B.  Holmes 
Mr.  Purvis  LariC 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  S.  Kirk 
Mrs.  Wilma  Lane 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  S.  Kirk 
Mrs.  Mignonne  (Granny) 
Lewman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rex  Cowait 


Mrs.  Anne  G. 

Aden 

Mr.  Leo  Alderman 
Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Reuben  Netherland 
Percy  Bakw 

Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Ronald  Selden 
Mrs.  Mary  Claire 
Barrett 

Shuqualak 
Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Floy  Berry 
Stanton 
Baptist  Church 
James  Bcrryhili 
Graeber 
Brothers  Inc. 

Mr.  Harvey  Bird 
Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Harry  K.  Woods 
Charles  Black 

Mrs.  Martha 
P.  Kyle 
Mr.  James 
Branning 

Hollandale 


VIEW 


Hattie  M.  Norris 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joseph  J. 
Cupstid 

First  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jim  Ballard 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  K.  Woods 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cqlbert  D. 

Price 

Ms.  Thelma  C.  Barland 
Mr.  Charles  L.  Miller 

Mr.  John  W.  Emory  Jr. 

Ann  Minor 

Mrs.  Jerrie  S.  Foote 
Jo  Ann  Weaver  Moreno 
Ms.  Patsy  Gary 
Mrs.  Nellie  Grace  Mowdy 
Mr.  William  B.  Webb 
Ruth  Myers 

Ms.  Althea  Z.  Stone 
Mrs.  Ray  Ohiis 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.S.  Kirk 
Rev.  Lee  Owens 

Stanton  Baptist  Church 
Riffle  Parker 

S  &  W  Dove  Hunts 
James  T.  Patterson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Clark 
Mrs.  Raceine  Pearson 

The  Gary  Mitchell  Family 
Spencer  Perry 

Mr^  Lynda  Fant 
Mrs.  Jessie  Persons 

Mrs.  Imogene  L.  Penn 
George  C.  Pritchard 

Ms.  Betty  Granger 
Mrs.  Jane  Raley 

Ms.  Kate  McKie 
Mrs.  Bettie  S.  Reno 

Women's  Bible  Class,FBC- 
Hazlehurst 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Ivery  Clark  Reynolds 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Gloria  Rea  Ru^l  « 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  R.  ■ 
Davis  Jr. 

Lawrence  Russell 

Ms.  Doris  J.  Harding 
Alene  Sears 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Albert  N. 
Hemphill 

Mrs.  Birma  Sellers 

Senior  Citizens,  Shady 
Grove  BC-Magee 
Mabel  Shackleford 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Hammond 
Mr.  Ken  Sharp 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hany  K. 

Woods 

Mi^  Robert  Sheflleld 

Rita  Hearn  Campbell 
Mrs.  Claudell  Shepherd 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ervin  M.  Ray 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 

Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 

Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  FBC  McLi 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  help-  Annie  Mae  Burt 
fill  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  Bethany 
further  honor,  with,  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  ggc.pgc 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  fnends.  Greenwood 

Novembfefie  -  30,  2002  n  r  k-h 

-  ' ,  ,  Mrs.  Dorothy  D.  Cabell 

HONORS  Gregory  Stephen  Galloway 


Mrs.  Mildred  Boyd 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  L. 
Holloway 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Garveese  Dillon 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Percy  J.  Peeler 
Josh  &  Brittany  Griffin 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  L. 
Holloway 

Mrs.  Allene  Holloway  . 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  L. 
Holloway 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Bruce  Jones 

^  Mrs.  Malcolm  W.  Heard 
Cissi  Mqjure 

All  involverfin  Carols  by 
Candlelight 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ivey  Rawson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  H. 

Delk 

Ronny  Robinson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  D. 

Peters 

Ken  &  Sharon  Sandefur 
Mr.  Jeff  Styres 
Dianne  Wentworth 

Mrs.  Hellon  L.  Monroe 


MEMORIALS 


Mr.  Perry  B.  Aden 

.  The  Clifton  &  Hope  Porter 
Family 

Mrs.  Grace  Porter 
Mrs.  Rosa  M.  Miller 
Dorcas  SSC,  Bowmar  BC- 
Vicksburg 

Mary  Lois  Heslep 
Alma  Lou  Weissinger  \ 


Family  Bible  Study 

The  Promise  of  Peace 

Matthew  6:25>34;  11:28-30  . 

By  Shirley  Stough  God's  word,  b 


Years  aeo  I  said  something  Jesus,  addressed  worry  and  anxkty  could  rrom  within.  CXtr  beauty  as  from  the  anxiety  of  life's  prob- 

that  revealed  worry.  Later,  issue  of  worry  while  stouah  nottiing  to  life  -  not  to  Christians  does  not  come  from  lems?  Jesus  has  issued  us  an 

when  the  situation  never  devel-  instructing  His  disci-  quality  or  to  lengdv  Intoct,  what  we  wear  but  from  our  invitation  to  come  to  Him  for 

oped,  my  yotmg  daughter  said,  pies.  Wmt  He  taught  was  a  worw  could  harm  hea^toer^  inner  nature.  Thus,  anxiety  peace/iest.  He  has  command- 

"Oh  my,  you  just  wasted  a  valuable  lesson  for  them  and  possibly  shortening  lives.  about  luxuries  such  as  fine  ed  us  to  take  His  yoke  upon  us. 

worry!”^  Her  conunent  got  my  for  us  as  well.  Jesus  further  taught  that  clothes  is  a  futile  endeavor  A  yoke  is  a  contraption  linking 

attention.  I  realized  that  worry  Jesus  pointed  out  that  worry  is  worry  is  vmbelief.  In  l5s  exam-  because  these  luxuries  are  tern-  two  oxen  togedier  to  combine 

was  a  useless  endeavor.  Most  unproductive.  His  teaching  pie,  fie  did  not  use  birds  as  poral.  Why  should  we  become  their  power  m  pulling  a  load, 

of  the  outcomes  people  worry  involved  having  the  proper  atb-  examples  of  idleness,  but  rather  so  anxious  about  temporary.  Taking  Jesus'  yoke  means  that 

about  never  happen,  and  worry  hide  toward  material  items,  ffe  exarrmles  of  God's  provision  outward  appearances?  we  wul  be  yoked  with  Him  and 

negatively  affects  a  person's  instructed  His  disciples  not  to  for  His  living  creations.  Birds  M2my  people  worry  about  will  have  His  power /strength 
well  being  -  physically,  mental-  worry  about  the  physical  necessi-  actually  work  continuously  for  yesterday  and  tomorrow.  Such  to  help  us  puD  our^  burdens, 

ly,  socially,  and  spiritually,  ties  of  life  -  food  and  clotoing.  their  rood,  but  they  do  not  worry  is  unnecessary  because  This  promise  will  ease  our  bur- 

Obviously  we  should  dismiss  B^g  too  anxious  about  these  worry.  When  we  become  anx-  we  can  live  only  one  day  at  a  den  and  free  us  from  anxiety, 

worry  in  favor  of  concern,  necessities  and  spending  too  ious  about  necessities  of  life,  time;  it  is  impossible  to  live  Why  should  we  worry  when 

There  is  a  difference  between  much  time  collecting  and  stMirig  we  show  a  lack  of  confidence  in  today  in  the  future  or  in  the  peist.  we  have  Jesus  for  a  partner,  a 

concern  and  worry.  Concern  is  than  divert  attention  from  God.  God's  ability  to  provide  neces-  We  will  have  the  same  amount  Fattier?  He  will  give  us  guid- 

consideration  of  a  situation  to  Jesus  reminded  them  ttiat  they  sities  for  us.  Thus,  we  do  not  of  time  tomorrow  to  deal  with  ance,  strength,  wlace  wIiot  and 

determine  a  logical,  possible  could  not  serve  God  and  material  have  faith  -  total  trust  in  God.  that  day's  circumstances.  God  where  we  need  it.  If  we  ^ve  our 

solution.  Mearungful  activity  things.  Just  as  God  provides  Jesus  reminded  His  disciples  helps  us  live  ttirough  each  day,  relationship  with  Him  proper 

can  result.  Worry  is  nothing  birds  access  to  food,  life  provides  that  they  could  depend  on  Him  one  day  at  a  time,  m  fact,  when  priority,  we  can  live  in  a  state  of 

more  than  fretting  about  some-  opportunities  far  us,  His  high^t  to  keep  His  promise  to  care  for  we  nwve  into  the  foti^,  we  find  peace,  free  from  anxiety. 

thing  that  may  or  may  not  hap-  creation,  to  earn  our  livelihoods;  them.  However,  Jesus  did  not  that  God  is  already  there  work-  - ; — ^ 

pen.  If  our  lives  contain  worry,  however,  we  are  not  to  become  mean  that  anyone  should  be  ing  on  our  behalf.  In  Matthew  Stough  is  a  member  of  First 

we  can  seek  guidance  from  totally  dedicated  to  securing  idle  while  waiting  for  God's  6:33-34  Jesus  summarizes  His  Church,  Picayune. 


the  Holy  Spirit  would  have  men  see  themselves  in  light  of 
would  be  to  testify  of  Jesus.  He  Jesus.  Finally,  the  Helper  will 
would  never  seek  to  glorify  convict  of  judgment  (16:8,11) 
Himself,  but  would  instead  because  Satan  was  already 
always  point  to  Jesus.  The  Holy  judged  (See  12:30-31).  The 
^irit  understands  that  His  role  is  world  will  realize  the  reality  of 
tobear  testimony  of  Jesus  and  He  judgment  only  by  the  convict- 
willingly  submits.  He  testifies  mg  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
about  His  identity  and  actually  IV.  HE  IS  GUIDE  Gohn 
draws  people  to  Christ.  16:12-15) 

IV.  HE  IS  CONVICTOR  Jesus  had  poured  His  Life 
(John  16:5-11)  into  these  disciples  for  over 

Jesus  again  discussed  the  ttiree  years.  He  had  constantly 
fact  that  Ffe  was  leaving  them,  taught,  but  in  the  final  hours 
The  sending  of  the  Comforter  with  them  he  recooiized  that 
depended  on  the  departure  of  they  were  unable  to  Dear  every- 
the  One  who  would  send  Him.  thing  that  needed  to  be  tau^t 
The  advantage  of  the  Spirit’s  to  them.  For  that  reason,  the 
promised  presence  is  centered  ministry  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ^e 
m  His  convicting  work.  He  Spirit  of  Truth,  was  essential, 
would  convict  in  three  areas.  His  mission  is  to  guide  the  fol- 
First,  he  would  convict  of  sin  lowers  of  Jesus  into  all  truth. 
(16:8-9).  Though  the"  Holy  He  speaks  only  what  He  hears; 
Spirit  can  convict  man  of  any  he  has  no  message  of  His  own 
sm,  the  sin  of  unbelief  is  the  to  proclaim.  He  will  discloK 
focus.  It  is  necessary  to  convict  some  events  that  will  occur  in 
of  sin  because  "they  do  not  the  future,  but  the  primary  act 
believe  in  Me."  He  causes  men  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  glorify 
to  see  their  unbelief.  The  Spirit  Jesus.  He  does  it  every  day  in 
also  convicts  of  righteousness  every  teaching,  in  every  act  of 
(16:8,10).  While  He  walked  the  conviction,  and  in  every  step 
earth,  Jesus  modeled  righteous-  He  guides. 

ness.  The  Holy  Spirit  of  truth  is  — - ^ - — 

that  person  who  shows  Jesus  as  Wilson  is  pastor  of  Pleasant 

the  fcghteous  standard  so  that  Ridge  Church,  Dumas. 


Explore  the  Bible 

'KJenuine  Spirituality" 

John  14:15-17, 25-26;  15:26-27;  16:1-5-15 

ByDonWfilson  accomplish  that 

by  giving  a  sp 
V^ttiout  Jesus  the  disciples  gift.  The  gift 
could  do  nothing.  Jesus  had  told  person  c 

them  ttiat  Qohn  155)  and  they  Helper."  The 
were  in  the  process  of  learning  by  "Helper"  is  used 
experience.  The  problem  for  but  also  in  14:2 
ttiem  arose  whoi  Jesus  began  16:7.  The  root 
tdling  ttion  that  He  would  not  actualty  means  ' 
be  around  very  much  longer,  side  of."  The  w< 

Jesus  had  another  gift  for  these  a  lawyer  pleadii  „  -  ^  „ 

disciples,  and  it  was  ttiis  gift  ttiat  tutor  who  tau^t  his  stu-  absence.  He  would  teach  al 
would  make  ^  ttie  difeence.  dents,  of  a  doctor  called  to  the  things.  Everything  these  ^ys 
He  was  about  to  give  ttiem  ^  bedside  of  a  dying  patient,  of  needw  to  be  tau^t  would  w 
gift  of  His  Holy  ^ririt  who  would  a  friend  who  pleaded  the  learned  through  the  Holy  Spirii 
be  His  own  presence  with  ttiem.  cause  of  another,  and  of  one  within  them.  However,  whal 
Jesus,  who  ttien  was  walk-  who  came  to  encourage  some-  the  Spirit  tau^t  was  not  ne\^ 
ing  beside  ttii^  tti^  could  do  one.  Actually,  the  promised  truth.  All  of  us  who  teach  dc 
anything.  Later,  Jesus  would  Holy  Spirit  would  not  be  more  remindirig  that  introduc 
w^inade  them  in  ttie  person  of  called  alongside  but  inside,  ing  new,  previously  undi^ov- 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  still  ttiey  The  other  places  where  ered  truth.  The  feart  of  ^ 
could  do  ttie  impossible.  "Helper"  is  used  show  what  teaching  would  be  in  reminding 

I.  HE  IS  COMFORTER  He  would  do  to  help  and  these  followers  of  the  words 
(John  14:15-17)  comfort.  However,  14:16  their  Master  had  spoken. 

God  the  Father's  great  con-  notes  that  his  comforting  mis-  III.  HE  IS  WITNESS  Oohr 
cem  was  to  live  perpetually  sion  would  be  accomplished  15:26-27) 
within  believers.  He  chose  to  simply  by  His  presence.  The  most  important  task  ttiai 


Wilson 


i 


B"No,  sir,"  I  answered,  sur-  we  deal  witti  the  n 

prised  by  his  "response.  'Tm  a  and  defenseless  am 
Baptist,  but  that's  terribly  nation  has  mi^lao 
wrong.  That’s  not  pist  a  science  compass.  Wi 
experunent.  That's  a  human  unhitdied  from  our 
braig,  and  it  should  be  shown  hnmdation.  As  a 
proper  respect."  are  going  t 

A  couple  of  hotus  later  /  ^ 
the  fetus  was  removed  /  -  ^ 

(tom  the  shelf  and  placed  /  *  ^||||a 

out  of  sight  in  a  storeroom  / 1 
imtil  tluit  girl  made  her  /  « 
presentation.  / 

From  that  day  for-/ 
ward  I've  never  seen/ 
how^ anyone,  Christian/ 
or  not,  could  deny  a/ 
fetus  was  as  stuely  a  / 
human  being  as  you/ 
and  I,  based  on  physi-  / 
cal  evidence  aloi\e.  I  j 
don't  see  how  anyone  / 
can  view  a  photo  or  a  / 
film  of  human  fetal  / 
development  and  / 
dismiss  those  tiny/ 
children  as  any-  / 
thing  less  than  / 
fulfe  hunum.  / 

The  Bible  teach-  / 
ii^  cm  fire  sancti^  /  IBIIIbM 
i-tul  ot  hunum  life  is/ 

unmistakable./ 
filled  wifii  formaldehyde.  The  Even  so,  the  / 
little  baW  waa  so  undeniifi>ly  most  endan-  / 
hunum  firat  I  was  deeply  dis-  gered  species  in  /  ^ 
tuibed  to  see  him  displayed  in  our  culture  is  / 
such  a  casual,  callous,  disre-  the  unborn  / 

human  being. 

At  present,  / 
some  turtle 
eggs  have 
more  legal 
ri^ts  than  a 
healfiry,  full- 
term  child 
the  moment  before  he  or 
rfve  is  bom. 

Sad  as  it  seems,  firis  news  doctors,  nurses, 
doesn't  even  make  a  ripple  in  family  members, 
the  public  debate  anymore,  bers  of  the  detjgy 
We've  been  brutalized,  desensi-  conflicting  advice 
tized,  and  paganized  by  an  ing  opinions.  An 
ever-rising  flood  of  the  longer,  as  fiiere  wa 
\  uhboms^lood  as  our  nation  ty,  or  for^  years 
\  continues  to  abort  a  baby  sumption  m  ravor 
ijgjk  every  twenty  seconds,  ulaify  for  unbmn  I 
EE  That's  3  babies  a  minute,  ^  Drafir  has  inva 
■HE  180  babies  an  hour,  over  ery  and  the  retir 
HUI 4,000  babies  a  day.  too.  We  must  op 

My  own  awareness  at  baric,  lethal  coi 


No  single  issue  facing 
the  American  family 
today  has  produced  more 
heartache  or  tragedy  than 
abortion. 

In  the  thirty  years 
since  the  Supreme  Court 
handed  down  Roe  v. 
Wade,  over  42  million 
American  babies  have 
been  legally  aborted. 

Incredioly,  women 
who  identify -ihemselves 


incumbent 


[Christians  to 
frame  the 
debate  in  the 
public  square 


f  usmg  Cods 
W-  \mnjle:  Human 

^  Ufe  is  precious. 

.^Abortion  is 
'iM  wrong  because 
'iik  ^  mble  says, 
Mk  repeatedly  and 

categorically,  that 
tiWit's  wrong.  We 
have  a  right,  in 
fact  an  obli^tion, 
'^^^Hjsto  cany  our  faith- 
based  views  into 
.^^^^■fiie  marketplace  of 
ideas.  Jesus  com- 
mands  us  to  actively 
engage  the  "world," 
preserving  as  "salt" 
■^^Band  illuminating  as 
"li^t."  Christians  are 
|H^^B  to  TC  good  citizens  of 
file  state  and  trustwor- 
^^^Bthy  witnesses  to  the 
^^^■King  of  kin^  and  file 
unbending  truths  of  Scripture. 

Quistians,  in  particular,  have 
an  (Alligation  to  confront  fiiese 
moral  and  ethical  issues  with  a 
scriptural  respcmse.  These  are 
hard  cjuestions,  but  GckI's  Word 
gives  five  simple  but  indis¬ 
putable  answer:  Human  life 
trom  conception  onward  should 


is  our  unborn  children. 
—  /.  Porter 


Endangered 

Species 

By  Richard  Land 


We  have  strict  federal  laws  tot 
in  the  Endangered  Species  Act  Wb 
fiiat  protect  me  snail  darter  fish  •  hfe 
and  the  spotted  owl.  In  — "Wi 
California,  it's  a  crime  to  dis-  Cat 
tuib  a  seagull's  nest  because  the  Cal 
unhatchea  eggs  represent  file  a  v 
potential  for  me.  Yet  aborticm  ma 
remains  legal  and  common-  sion 
place  in  t^  country  thirty 
years  after  Roe  v.  Wade. 

I  still  have  a4ar^g  and  ^ 
vivid  memo^  of  the  first  time  I 
realized  file  full  humanity  of  a 
human  fetus.  Iwasasopho-  ' '  j 
more  in  h^  school,  and  it 
was  the  clay  our  biology  .JB 
class  projects  were  due.  Jf'  ^  JH 

Orie  ctt  my  classmates, 
a  girl  whose  father  was  an 
obstetrician,  had  pre- 
pared  a  project  on  the 
development  of  the 
human  fetus.  She  had  cm 
display  what  I  now  know 
was  .a  twelve-week-old 
fiuman  fetus.  From  my  lab 
table  only  a  few  feet  fr^  the 
storage  shelf,  I  could  see  that  it  % 
was  a  perf^y  formed  little 
boy  cuned  up  in,  a  glass  jar 


